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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter November 2007 Number 17
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members  

The following newsletter will reach you as the days lengthen and sun is warmer.   And I suppose for some of you a holiday over Christmas and New Year somewhere beautiful or just being at home (without a list of things to do) is a very attractive reward for year of hard work.   I wish you a safe and restful Christmas.
Conservation Management Strategy Update
The Waikato CMS is making good progress with the identification of 6 draft places and the development of outcomes, objectives and policies for these "priority areas".  Informal consultation with iwi is about to get underway shortly. Front sections of the plan still need to be developed (these include functional areas such as freshwater and marine management and recreation provision).  At this stage DOC are looking to notify a CMS for consultation by end of April 2008.
You are welcome to contact Mathew Vare mvare@doc.govt.nz  if you are interested in finding out more. 
Progress with the Prioritising of Areas for Biodiversity Management Project

Prioritising areas for biodiversity management project is a joint project between Environment Waikato, Department of conservation, and recently NIWA has joined this project for prioritising river and stream ecosystem work with River and Catchment Services group in EW. The primary object of this project is to develop a GIS-based methodology that incorporates the existing spatial information, and to assign a biodiversity ‘score’ to spatial units derived from their contributions to national and regional biodiversity goals. 

Environment Waikato biodiversity project team is currently in the middle stage of this large project, using different criteria for assessing high value sites. The main component of this assessment is set up inventory (e.g. Biodiversity GIS mapping), use Environment Waikato policy statement - Appendix 3 criteria as a basis to decide significant natural areas (SNA), and score different ecosystem based on ecological values, vulnerability and potential outcome criteria. The Hauraki district biodiversity GIS and SNA survey work has been finalised. The 15 ecological sites in the Waikato region have been assessed by different ecologists in order to test this scoring methodology. The top 30% rank of scoring candidness will be further assessed with diversity and pattern, size and shape, buffering, ecological sequence and habitat mosaics criteria. We aim to identify the most significant areas that are representative of the region’s ecosystem using this assessment processes. 

Yanbin Deng

Project Kahikatea
The aim of Project Kahikatea is to ensure the long-term survival of this unique lowland species.  Project Kahikatea has surveyed landowners across the Waikato to find out the current condition of kahikatea stands and any barriers to management.  We are currently collating knowledge on best management practices and investigating opportunities to create economic returns from the stands while enhancing biodiversity values.
This Project has been funded by the Biodiversity Advice Fund, with support from DoC, Environment Waikato, the Waikato branch of Farm Forestry, Landcare Research, Biodiversity Advice Waikato, QEII, Federated Farmers and other individuals.  Data collected is currently being analysed and results will shortly be available to interested parties.  All landowners will receive information regarding their property, and if others are interested, please contact Nardene Berry on 07 825 9112 or email nardene@tepahu.co.nz 

Te Whakaoranga o Karioi (TWoK)
Sunday 13 January 2008

11.30am Upper Bryant Reserve, Wainui Rd, Raglan 
Join Te Whakaoranga o Karioi  to walk in bush to look at possible pest control on the lower slopes of Karioi.  This walk has been timed to allow Hamilton visitors to catch the 10.15 Raglan bus from Transport Centre (Anglesea St stop) to the Raglan Childrens Bible Camp (Camp Ragaln), where the track into the Reserve starts on the side where the bus stops and there’s a good sea view while we wait.

DOC has been able to delay its 1080 drop on Karioi this year as possum numbers are still low, probably thanks to Environment Waikato supported pest control around the mountain. TWoK would like to involve the community living on the flanks of Karioi in this control strategy by starting a pest control scheme in this readily accessible reserve. The reserve has bush, which has been regenerating since the 1950s, as well as more mature bush. It also has historic interest, as the main track follows the line of the aqueduct to the Camp, which was built in 1926 to provide a hydro electric supply. Like other seaward bush on Karioi it has a high proportion of salt tolerant trees such as puriri. The walk into the bush to the Wainui Stream is a bit over a kilometre each way, but for the more enthusiastic the walk can be much longer.

Biodiversity Contestable Advice and Condition Fund. 

It would be great if more Waikato region community groups working on private land, private land owners and Local and Regional government could apply and win some of this Condition and Advice funding for 2008.  I am happy to help you with the filling out the form if you think maybe you qualify for funding through this source.   Jan Hoverd from BAW is also available to assist with this.
Scope of the Fund
The Biodiversity Advice Fund supports the provision of information and advice to land managers to assist them in managing indigenous biodiversity. It will fund projects that inspire landholders or groups to improve the condition of indigenous biodiversity (outside of public conservation lands). The advisory services may be one off or ongoing. Methods of providing information and advice could include field days, expert advice, wananga, publications (including electronic material), training, workshops and seminars.
The Biodiversity Condition Fund is directed at maintenance, restoration and improvement projects designed to protect and enhance indigenous vegetation, species and habitats located outside of reserves and lands managed by the Department of Conservation and local authorities (including wetlands, rivers and other water bodies). These projects could involve, for example, fencing, pest control or forest restoration.

Eligible applicants for the above funds include:

• Private land owners and managers;

• Local and regional government;

• Professional and community based organisations working on protecting and managing indigenous biodiversity;

• Local, regional and national umbrella groups.

http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html
Tui 2000   Maungakawa/Sanatorium Hill Restoration 

Tui 2000 has decided that they would like to sponsor a pest control and restoration programme for Maungakawa/Sanatorium Hill northeast of Cambridge. The aim is to raise sufficient funding and public awareness to support a 3-year pest control programme through the tui breeding season (from August to February), and to build support for a general revitalization of the Gudex Memorial reserve and the forest between Maungakawa and Te Miro. In particular, the group’s aims are:

· To restore and extend habitat for native birds and other native creatures on Maungakawa (Sanatorium Hill); 

· To protect native vegetation and wildlife on Maungakawa from mammalian pests by sponsoring programmes for eradication of ship rats and other pests; 

· To raise awareness among immediate landowners and the wider region about the ecological and heritage values of Maungakawa; 

· To enlist support from landowners and the wider communities of Cambridge and Hamilton for implementation and monitoring of pest management programmes; 

· To restore and develop the Gudex Memorial reserve as a place for the public to visit for enjoyment and appreciation of the natural and historic heritage of the area and its surroundings. 

They anticipate a four-year programme, comprising 1 year of preparation and 3 years of pest control. The initial pest control lines would have to be set up and implemented by a contractor; pest control in subsequent years is likely to depend on the group’s ability to secure funds and/or suitably trained and fit volunteers.  Alongside the pest control programme, they would like to see a revival of the Gudex Memorial reserve as a scenic lookout and place of historical, cultural and recreational significance. 
They will be looking for volunteers to help with publicity (e.g. writing articles, giving talks) and fundraising. If you would like to be involved, or know of anyone who would like to be involved, please contact one of the following:

South Waikato Forest and Bird. 

The South Waikato Forest and Bird are currently taking care of two reserves Jim Barnet Reserve at Waotu and Jones Landing at Arapuni. They have been taking care of Jim Barnett Reserve for approximately 12 years for South Waikato District Council. This year they are getting extra help from community workers and Conservation Corp, in the way of tree planting and track maintenance. This year 1200 trees were planted over the winter.   New walking tracks have also been established and a new fence erected.  At Jones Landing the group has planted 100 trees. 
In both reserves the results are there for all to see and consistent weed and pest control has paid off. The trees are looking great.  Barnett’s is showing a lot of regeneration in the older planted areas and more berries are now seen on the ground. 
The group has also been preparing submissions to Environment Waikato in regards to farm run offs effluent/ water, harnessing methanol and generating electricity,  planting stream banks and areas needing protection on steep areas of farmlands where soil may erode.

Biodiversity Advice Waikato (BAW) 
Key Contact, Jan Hoverd    Ph.0800BIODIV (0800 246348)

Service operates Monday to Friday, and has an after hours phone.

Email: biodiv@bioforum.org.nz
Forum Coordinators report

The Forum coordinator has been involved in the following activities:

· Promoting the Forum publication Restoring Waikato's Indigenous Biodiversity: Ecological Priorities and Opportunities and  Protecting Our Places Introducing the national Priorities for Protecting Rare and Threatened Native Biodiversity on Private Land to District Councils

· Writing submission on plans, such as, the Hectors Dolphin Threat Management Plan
· Organising presentations of Local government and a field trip for the Conserv-Vision Conference

· Publicizing biodiversity as a topic of importance for the local body elections

· Giving feedback to Council on Strategies and Plans e.g.  LTCCPs

· Preparing Forum newsletters

· Providing biodiversity related information to Forum members

· Growing the Forum membership

· Providing information on biodiversity for media coverage

· Organizing Forum events   -May and November 07

· Encouraging Forum members to apply for funding from the Biodiversity Contestable Advice and Condition Fund
· Obtaining information on new community groups for the Forums database

· Preparing information for the  Prioritising Areas for Biodiversity Management Project

· Attending workshops, such as, Choosing Futures and  Ministry for the Environment to highlight biodiversity protection
· Linking people in with each other on biodiversity related issues

· Maintaining the Forum’s website
Tui at the Taitua Arboretum near Hamilton
The Taitua Arboretum near Hamilton now has a resident population of between 6-8 tui.   In previous years the Arboretum was a stopping off point on a feeding beat but now it has a few permanent residents.  The Arboretum has done extensive possum and rats control and the Manager considers this has increased the success of the hatchings  Last year  2-3 tui fledged from a nest in a poplar tree and it is possibly these tui that have increased the permanent resident numbers.  It has taken around 18 years for tui to take up permanent residency in the Arboretum.  

Adrian Jepson,  Manager Taitua Arboretum
ACRE  members (elections held in November) 
Arthur Cowan,  Catherine Smith,  Jan Simmons, Mairi Jay,    Nardene Berry,  Bill Brownell,   Gwyn Verkerk,  Keith Thompson,  Martin Wallace,  Moira Cursey, Stephanie O’Sullivan,  Roy Dench,  Chris Stark,  Nigel McCarter,  Christine Hedges and an Environment Waikato Councillor (to be confirmed). 

Sponsor a Hectare Mt Pirongia

The Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society Inc is running a Sponsor a Hectare Scheme.   An individual/Family 1 year sponsorship is $30 per hectare, an individual/Family 10 year sponsorship is $250, Corporate 1 year sponsorship is $35 and Corporate 10 year sponsorship is $300.

The sponsorship will pay for on the ground cost of pest control for one hectare of habitat for one year starting with the Mangakaraa block of 250ha.  The pest control work covers maintenance of access tracks to bait station grids, toxin purchase, maintenance and/or replacement of bait stations or traps and costs associated with monitoring of pest populations.

Restoring Waikato's Indigenous Biodiversity: Ecological Priorities and Opportunities

This document is available on the Forum's website. http://www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz/biodiversity_information/
If you would like a hard copy please phone Biodiversity Advice Waikato on 0800BIODIV.  I am  available to present the information in the document to District Councils and community groups around the region over the coming year.  If you have any gatherings of agencies and groups it could be an opportunity for me to attend and talk about the publication.
