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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter January 2005 Number 9
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members 



I hope you have all had a restful and safe Christmas New Year to re-charge the batteries and be out and about doing interesting things that we all put off during busy periods of work.  The ‘to do” list may be a bit shorter now and hopefully you have had some adventures inbetween the showers and rain.  There is still plenty “to do” on the list for biodiversity across the region and we will all continue to focus for the coming year on making a difference to “turning back the tide of loss” of our indigenous biodiversity in the various areas of the region in which we live, work and play.
Funding Success for Biodiversity Advice Waikato (BAW) and the Waikato Biodiversity Forum

Both applications for funding through the Biodiversity Advice Fund have been successful which gives us funding for the Forum until the end of June 2005 and BAW through to the end of the year and a little beyond. Great news.

Waikato Biodiversity Forum: A Vision for the Waikato 

The Biodiversity Forum Focus Group have refined the Forum down and finally ticked off the Vision and Actions below.  The Vision statements and actions have been written to focus on what the Forum can realistically achieve and what work members of the Forum both agencies and community groups can be involved in together.

Aspects of the following information on the Forum Vision are being made into a poster and a leaflet. The poster is to contain biodiversity information similar to the Biodiversity Advice Waikato pamphlet, including information on what the Waikato Biodiversity Forum is, a statement, such as, join the Vision for the Waikato, the overall Vision statement and the BIODIV 0800 free phone contact details.
A leaflet will contain information, such as, the Forum Vision and actions, a few statistics about the region’s biodiversity and habitats, a definition of biodiversity and the BIODIV 0800 free phone contact details.

Vision Information

The Waikato Biodiversity Forum is a partnership between research and management agencies, iwi groups, private landowners, communities and projects in relation to native biodiversity in the Waikato Region. 
The Forum believes that no one agency, sector or element of society has all the answers to the biodiversity issues we face nationally and in the Region. The Forum provides direction for local community and private action at the local level for regional benefit. 
Biodiversity is the variety of life, recognising the wide diversity of plants, animals, and micro-organisms and the ecosytems they form.
Our Vision for the year 2025 is-

Waikato – a place for our living taonga - where the community values and works collaboratively to protect, enhance  and restore indigenous biodiversity.   
This means: 

1. Healthy biodiversity is providing clean water, fresh air, replenished food sources and stable land that sustains all life through production and nature protection. 

2. The full range of habitats, ecosystems and species representative of the Waikato are in a safe and healthy state, and indigenous biodiversity is being restored and reconstructed in modified environments. 

3. Iwi, hapu and whanau, as kaitiaki are active partners in managing biodiversity.

4. The Waikato is a focal point for biodiversity networking, research, knowledge and policy, generating innovative ways of benefiting both people and nature. 

5. Communities embrace a holistic approach to biodiversity, recognising its importance for their cultural, spiritual and social wellbeing. 

6. Businesses create wealth and employment in a way that maintains and improves biodiversity and supports sustainable development. 

The Forum will take the following actions towards achieving this vision:

Facilitate co-operation

· Facilitate co-operation between agencies, by providing a forum to network, share ideas and enter into partnerships for research, education, monitoring and reporting, policy development and management actions to protect and enhance biodiversity. 

· Liaise with iwi, hapu and whanau to work together to achieve shared outcomes and support the kaitiaki role of tangata whenua.

· Work to encourage the support and involvement of businesses in biodiversity restoration projects.

Advocacy

· Pursue opportunities to obtain funds to run Forum projects, which contribute to the protection, maintenance and restoration of biodiversity in the Region.

· Advocate the development of sound policy and objectives to enhance biodiversity protection at the national, regional, and local levels.

Community networks

· Maintain and increase community networks to promote the exchange of ideas, technical information and skills, and to support and encourage groups to work together on protection of biodiversity.

Projects

· Engage collaboratively with agencies and community groups by managing regional projects, such as, Biodiversity Advice Waikato, Guide to Ecological Restoration and Reconstruction Opportunities, Forum events and other projects.

Taupo Forum 17 November 2004
This Forum was a stimulating day with a geothermal presentation by Bruce Burns and field trip to Craters of the Moon lead by Sarah Beadel, Bruce Burns and Bruce Clarkson.  The day also covered a presentation from Dave Hart on the restoration of Whangamata Stream near Kinloch, a presentation by Nic Etheridge on the whiu recovery programme and native planting in the area by Philip Smith. I have power point presentations from Nic , Bruce Burns and Dave available. Just email me and I will send electronically. I also have information on the vegetation at Craters of the Moon and a list of all Taupo Forum attendees and their contact details. 

Feedback from the Forum 

What did not go so well today?

· There was no time for discussion about ideas or problems raised during the day.

What went well today?

· Company

· Food

· Field trip

· Small groups on the Field trip

Ideas for future Forum meetings

· Whatever habitat is being discussed or presented there is a need to incorporate management issues into the information to achieve goals.

· Identify issues

· Broader dialogue with time for discussion after each presentation to share knowledge on issues raised during the day

· Give something which adds value for the work community groups are doing

· Identify problems of the days presentations and get answers to questions

· Follow up after the day with information

· Soil expert would be a useful speaker at a future Forum meeting

· More background about the area where the Forum is held 

· Coastal subdivision development could be a focus for the next Forum on the Coromandel

· Forum needs to be active in promoting biodiversity funding for activities on private land. Could get a staff members from the Biodiversity Contestable Advice and Condition Fund to speak at the next Forum

Native Vegetation Discussion Taupo February/March 2005

At the Forum in Taupo we didn't have time to discuss aspects of native vegetation plantings and the success and otherwise of particular approaches as stimulated by Philip's presentation.  Bruce Clarkson and a couple of other Forum members would be happy to come down to Taupo to meet with people who are working on planting programmes in the area. This would be an opportunity to swap notes of success stories and learn more from each other about ecological restoration in frost prone areas. Please be in touch if you would like to receive information on the date, time and place of this discussion/workshop. 
Next Forum May 2005 on the Coromandel. Watch this space.

Opportunities for Restoration and Reconstruction

Habitat priorities and actions are being written up by specialists and maps prepared which will inform the written text of the report. This project is a priority to get a draft finished in the next month or two.
Update on Free-phone Line - Biodiversity Advice Waikato (0800246 348)
The advertising campaign in Waikato Times, community newspapers and the printing of the revised brochure have been well received by the general public.   The number of enquiries significantly increased as a result of the ‘Bring Back Bush’ advertisements. The questions received range from:

· what natives to plant in a new garden;

· the name of a blue slug; treatment of privet;

· wetland planting guide;

· which pest is stealing my hens eggs.

0800 BIODIV is the contact number for Waikato Catchment Ecological Enhancement Trust (WCEET) and as the closing date is at the end of January, the freephone line has received a number of calls in relation to this funding source.  BAW distributes copies of the application forms when required. Operating hours are Monday to Friday 12midday – 6pm with an after-hours answering phone.

Jan Hoverd, Key Contact 

Focus Group-New Members Welcome for 2005

The Forum Focus Group always welcomes new members to the group. Are there any of you out there who would like to join the group. It requires a 21/2 hour meeting once a month and email corresponding on a particular issues in inbetween the meetings with me. We meet at the Landcare Research Offices in Silverdale, Hamilton.

Please be in touch with me if you are interested and I will meet with you and brief you on what is involved. The Focus Group looks forward to some new faces and energy for 2005.

Special Focus Group meeting - Future Forum Projects etc.

The Focus Group is having a special meeting on 26 January 2005 to brainstorm ideas on the present structure and operation of the Forum, future projects of the Forum and any other ideas on valuable activities the Forum can be involved in to meet the goal of increasing biodiversity across the region.  Please email me with any ideas you may have to contribute to the meeting melting pot.

Waikato Tui  by John Innes
After a couple of years of getting records from the public of where and when tui turn up in the Waikato, we have now started catching, banding and transmittering tui to see where they nest and how those nests fare.  So far (at 18 October) we have banded 30 tui and put transmitters on 18, mostly around Cambridge and a few around Hamilton.  This is the time of year when tui drift back to nesting areas and so leave the rural and urban areas where most of us may see them.  So far, lots of out transmitterised tui have disappeared from our search areas, so now begns the exciting bit of seeing where they have gone.  We are still learning what the effective range of the small (1.9 g) tail-mounted transmitters we use actually is.  This varies a lot depending on topography and sundry background radio interference.  If searches by car and foot don't locate them, we have receiver gear that fits on a Cessna and this greatly increases the effective range.  Meanwhile we would really like to hear from anyone who sees a tui with colour leg bands on.  Most of the birds have two bands on each leg, although their legs can be surprisingly difficult to see.  Even if you see just a glimpse of one band, give us a yell and we will come and check it out.  Contact Neil Fitzgerald fitzgeraldn@landcareresearch.co.nz or Corinne Watts wattsc@landcareresearch.co.nz; or phone Landcare Research. 
Contact Details for Waikato Biodiversity Forum Co-ordinator 0800 BIODIV (246 348)
