Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter Number 6

Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members 



I hope you are all having an enjoyable summer playing and working around the Region.  I continue to get around the Region and talk to people about their different projects and get blown away by the work being done to enhance biodiversity. Even the smallest of projects make a difference.

Forum Focus Group 

The Forum Focus group continues to meet on a monthly basis to manage activities of the Forum.  The minutes of the meetings are available from me if you want to read of the details. 

Biodiversity Advice Waikato 

Over December and January the two telephone operators, David Rodda and Jan Hoverd acted as telephone contact for Waikato Catchment Ecological Enhancement Trust (WCEET). They answered questions pertaining to the Trust’s funding criteria. 

The following is a small selection of the biodiversity related enquiries which have been received over the past few months:

· a list of bird species to be found in the Whakamaru area of the Region

· procedures for the germination of kowhai, titoki, and kauri seeds

· information about the weka and fantail species

Jan has been meeting with a media consultant versed in conservation issues to write articles for community papers on the Biodiversity Advisory Service.

Enquiry numbers to the freephone service have increased over the December/Janaury period since information about the freephone service was published in the Environment Waikato publication 'Envirocare’. 

Draft Shared Vision 

Waikato:  A place for our living taonga (treasures) from mountains, through rivers to the sea - an abundance of life that sustains and connects us.

Spiritual (New Vision statement)

The richness of biodiversity in the Waikato provides an opportunity to foster our spiritual 

connections with nature.

Habitats (Slight change)
Waikato habitats are abundant and thriving :From alpine gardens to estuarine whitebait, from native frogs of the rainforests to spotless crake in the swamps, from migratory waders of the mudflats to the weta in the limestone caves, from the golden pingao on the dunes to the vivid coloured algae of the thermal springs, the Waikato has them all.

The Focus group members are drawing up a small poster for each Vision statement. Each poster is to contain the vision statement and information on what needs to happen (the action) to achieve the vision.

It is suggested that each posters contain the following information 

· The Vision statement with three key actions taken from discussion groups at the last Forum

· Information on where we are at now with action to achieve the vision statement 

· What actions would make a difference to achieve the Vision statement

· What different groups could do (who would be responsible for the actions) including businesses, management agencies, community groups and individuals

· One or two indicators could be highlighted as example of biodiversity projects, such as, the number of streamcare groups in the region and where they are active, the kilometres of streams in the area planted, the kilometres still to be planted to connect up and/or the number of QEII covenants in the Region and the number of forest fragments which still need to be protected.

Stories of Biodiversity Related Activities from the Region

Project Manu Te Kuiti

Towards the end of last year I went out with a group who maintain the Mangaokewa Scenic Reserve near Te Kuiti. This is a 200ha area of bush dissected by an interesting limestone gorge and river a few kilometers drive east of Te Kuiti.  The enthusiastic group of people included children as young as 10years and some members of the group have been involved in the Project for around 9 years.  They showed me photos as evidence!   There are approximately 8 bait station lines to kill possums and rats.  The group check the bait stations 3-4 times a year to rebait.  Goats are also found in the Reserve and are culled at various times during the year.  The bush is has regenerated heaps over the period of time they have been working in the Reserve and now it is down to the ongoing maintenance work.  The group have also built an interpretation panel near the entrance of the main walking track of the reserve to explain the project and the bird life in the Reserve.  I had an extremely rewarding and energising time with the group and enjoyed the lunch, which arrived on the back of ute to accompany a barbeque.

Forest and Bird (Thames/Hauraki)

Forest and Bird (Thames/Hauraki) continue to work on a wetlands restoration project on the bank of the Waihou River. The area is being replanted to provide a better habitat for birds in the area.  The work is working with the Thames Intellectually Handicapped Society (IHC) who are growing plants in their nursery for the project. In the salt marsh area ribbonwood, phormium tenax, manuka, oioi, phormium cookianum and cabbage trees have been planted. The effect of a saline environment on the plants is being observed closely. A bait line for rats and possums was also set out last year in the area of salt marsh.  Pohutukawa, phormium tenax, ngaio, and karo planted in the area by Forest and Bird about 20 years ago are now well established although rabbits are preventing the natural regeneration of the natives. Rabbit numbers will need to be controlled.  Two local people have built three experimental nesting platforms on the piers of the old Burke St wharf near the wetlands area. Three white-fronted terns were nesting in boxes in November 2003 and another a black-backed gull pair were nesting on a bare pier. A group of three NZ dotterels was also found on the adjacent Burke St tip site and a solitary white heron has also been recorded a little upstream from Shortland Wharf.

12 November Forum Discussion Group Feedback Report 

I have a summary report available of the discussion groups from the last Forum hui.  It details information on the critical gaps chosen and prioritized.  It also details the critical gaps chosen by the seven individual groups and summarises the actions under the Draft Vision statements.

Be in touch if would like me to email the 20 page report to you or to send a hard copy through the mail.

Forum Membership List

Please let me know if you would like Forum members contact details for networking purposes as the list has grown quite extensive. I have an excel file I can send to you.










