Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter  Number 5
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members 



I hope you are all having an enjoyable summer playing and working around the Region.  I continue to get around the Region and talk to people about their different projects and get blown away by the work being done to enhance biodiversity. Even the smallest of projects make a difference.
Development of the Draft Shared Vision
Since the last newsletter, the Forum Focus group has continued to met and develop the draft Shared Vision statements. The group began with a brain storming session which produced around 100 statements/ideas. These statements were developed into one over arching vision statement and nine themes. The rest of the statements were gradually whittled down to one statement to match each theme. So after four meetings and numerous emails the following is the Draft Shared Vision.  Actions are to be devised to achieve the vision statements as part of the Habitat Restoration and Reconstruction Strategy for the Region. Consultation on the draft Shared Vision is ongoing with Forum members and other interested groups. The Forum Focus group welcomes your comments and views on the draft and the critical gaps in the Waikato Region. Please email or phone me.  It is still a work in progress.
Draft Shared Vision 

Waikato:  A place for our living taonga (treasures) from mountains, through rivers to the sea - an abundance of life that sustains and connects us.
Towns and cities

The lilting cries of tui are heard as they flit around the trees in the gullies, parks and gardens of towns and cities.
Biodiversity habitats

From alpine gardens to estuarine whitebait, from native  frogs of the rainforests to spotless crake in the swamps, from migratory waders of the mudflats to the weta in the limestone caves, from the golden pingao on the dunes to the vivid coloured algae of the thermal springs, the Waikato has them all.

Rural Landscape

The Waikato landscape integrates forest and field, wetland and wildlife, indigenous and exotic, providing for both production and nature protection.

Cultural (Tainui)

To create an opportunity for our tamariki to see, feel, touch and sense a diverse range of life that mirrors the past of Waikato. For Tainui people to embrace the relationship with our land, sacred mountains and our Rivers that signify the health of our people. To use native flora for traditional crafts and medicinal purposes that have been established alongside our water bodies and wetlands. To dance amongst the trees with the Pireiraka, and korero with the Kokako and Tui. To catch Tuna for our poukai based on attendance, not on fisheries legislation and to see your crystal reflection in the Waikato and Waipa Rivers.

Cultural (Hauraki) Peter Te Moananui vision statement Hauraki Maori Trust Board (taken from Forum hui 25 November 02) To be consulted with for a shortened version of this vision statement.
“Kia mau ki te mauri o te Taiao o Hauraki” 

It is 2050. Hauraki people are able to enter the great forests of Tane and witness a place alive with life. Kukupa again make their migration from the mountains to the lowland forests to feast upon the berries of the matai, the miro and the karaka. 

Most of our waterways in rural and urban areas have been restored to their indigenous state and are now home to increasing populations of fish. Water-plants have increased providing a home for kaeo and protecting young of tuna and inanga. There are no longer any contaminants polluting our waterways and harbours, and many more wetlands exist because of the past and present activities of kaitiaki. 

These places of the land and sea have once again become abundant food baskets. Kaitiaki are protecting the harvesting of mahinga kai, mahinga mataitai and taonga raranga for tribal communities in accordance with tikanga.

All waahi tapu and cultural heritage sites and landscapes in Hauraki are being protected, managed and rehabilitated by kaitiaki at all levels of the tribal spectrum. No use or development of waahi tapu or cultural heritage sites takes place without the express consent of the Iwi, hapu and whanau involved.

Hauraki people have embarked on a number of economic development initiatives since the settlement of their treaty claim in 2005. The kinds of businesses invested in are environmentally sound, and based on resource sustainability, traditional economies and cultural heritage such as sustainable aquaculture, heritage tourism, energy efficiency, waste reduction, riparian, coastal and wetland restoration.

Hauraki people are making final decisions about change in the environment through the eyes of the next generation. This is because our mokopuna have been taught what it is to be kaitiaki and the tikanga about how to manaaki the environment from their whaea, matua and whanau. They also freely take the tools from western science to enhance their kaitiaki activities. 

Kaitiaki are no longer pre-occupied with educating central and local government agencies and communities about the Treaty of Waitangi. That is because it is no longer talked about but carried out as a living charter.”
Environmental benefits

Water supplies and habitats are safeguarded, food sources are replenished, native species are regenerating and the land is held in place.

Economic benefits

Thriving local economies are built on industries that value biodiversity. Well-managed land and resources allow for farming and tourism that enhance our international reputation and sustain local employment.

Knowledge 

Waikato is a focal point for indigenous biodiversity research and knowledge, generating new and innovative ways forward that benefit both people and nature.

Social

Communities take inspiration and pride from their kaitiakitanga/stewardship role in biodiversity protection and express this through their art, recreation and lifestyle.

Heritage

Living spaces, urban or country, connect our children from our ancient past to their living future.

Report on Waikato Biodiversity Forum Hui 12 November at Pikitu Marae

The Waikato Biodiversity Forum was attended by 48 people from as far afield as Whenuakite on the Coromandel to Pukawa Bay on the western side of Lake Taupo. The Forum began with a welcome from the tangata whenua of the marae with a response from a member of the Forum on the Forum’s behalf.  This was followed by a korero from Andrew Begbie on the history of the marae and the area surrounding the marae. Gordon Stephenson followed with a presentation detailing his connection with the district and the biodiversity related activities he has undertaken in and around the area.  Community groups were then invited to update the Forum on activities they were undertaking. 
The draft Shared Vision was presented with time for discussion. Then it was down to the nitty gritty of the day—to develop actions in relation to the draft Shared Vision. The Forum members were divided into groups with the task of identifying “things that are happening now to enhance biodiversity” and “gaps that are critical” to enhancing biodiversity and progressing towards a shared vision. 
Collation of the responses so far indicate the following broad areas as critical gaps:

Pest control

Protection and restoration

Education

Policy and planning

Water quality

Incentives and funding

Native plant nurseries

Co-ordination and connection

I am preparing a detailed report of the responses which will be available in December.

After a delicious lunch the Forum members met to finish the group discussion sessions and give feedback on the Forum day. One of the major messages to carry forward as part of the action towards achieving a Shared Vision is “How to convert the unconverted?”  This theme could emerge as a focus for the Forum as members continue to develop strategies for Habitat Restoration and Reconstruction for presentation to the Forum in the first half of next year 
The day finished with a trip to Barnett Reserve near Waotu where a very old forest remnant is regenerating after being fenced, pest controlled and replanting in places.  North Island robin were re-introduced into the Reserve in 2001.
A big thank you to those of you who attended the hui and contributed to another productive and inspiring day. 
Stories of Biodiversity Related Activities from the Region
The Pukawa Wildlife Management Group has been in action for just over a year.  The group celebrated with a pot-luck dinner to mark the 300th rat, and the first ferret - caught on the anniversary of the day they caught the first rat.  Total catches to date are:  possums 72, rats 356, stoats 9, weasels 11, ferrets 1, hedgehogs 12, mice 6, rabbits 3.

Earlier in the year the group won a grant of $1000 from the Transpower Landcare Trust Grants Programme and have spent the money on new generation traps developed by DoC, which are set with a pullcord.  These and the new Victor rat-traps are a great advance on the Fenn traps which need strong hands, and nerves, to operate them.  With another grant from Huckleberries, the local pub charity, and funds donated by owners of holiday properties the group now have enough traps to ring the settlement and establish permanent trap lines through the bush, and save themselves the effort of continually moving traps and boxes.

There is certainly an increase in birdlife around the settlement and bush.  The residents are seeing more kereru around, and with the kowhai in flower tui and korimako are in full voice.  The regeneration in the bush is noticeable, and the group hope their efforts will be an example to other settlements all around the lake.

The QE II National Trust

The QEII National Trust has had a very busy year helping landowners protect and restore biodiversity in the Waikato region. 27 new covenants were approved by the QEII National Trust Board totalling some 1500ha of bush and wetland. Combined funding projects with Environment Waikato through the Key Ecological Site for animal pest control programme and the Stream Care programme has meant that many landowners have received up to 66% funding assistance for new fence construction. In a new initiative, QEII National Trust has been working with Carter Holt Harvey to covenant large areas of significant forest and wetland in their Tokoroa and King Country forests.
 

Monitoring results for last year indicate that in 98% of the 315 QEII National Trust open space covenants in the Waikato region, overall ecological health is stable or improving. This is largely due to the ongoing efforts of the landowners (covenanters) who spend a considerable amount of their own time and money looking after their special places. But they do need help. Through our monitoring programme we have identified key covenants where urgent fence repair and animal/place pest control is required. With help from the Biodiversity Condition Fund and Environment Waikato, we have been able to help a number of landowners control possums and goats, control weeds, repair fences and replant forest margins.  For example, funding has enabled animal pest contractors to undertake a ground control operation for possums in a 650ha Native Forest Restoration Trust (NFRT) open space covenant at Awakino.  The bait stations are permanent and will now be regularly filled by volunteers from the NFRT on an ongoing basis.
Forum member’s contact details.
A few Forum members have requested the list of Forum members for networking purposes as the list has grown quite extensive.  I am seeking permission from you to circulate the Forum list.  Please contact me if you do not want your contact details circulated to Forum members.

The New Zealand Ecological Restoration Trust (NZERN) has a website of very useful information for local communities who are protecting and restoring native plant and animal ecosystems. NZERN has asked me for community group contacts for this region so that their details for networking purposes can be placed on the website. I would like to send them your contact details to support this project.  Please contact me if you do not want your group’s contact details circulated to NZERN www.bush.org.nz
Waikato Catchment Ecological Enhancement Trust Funding Applications
The Trust would like to advise that almost $100.000 has been made available for the first funding round. The Trust has a vision of seeing ecological and biodiversity values in the Taupo and Waikato catchment protected, enhanced and restored.  For more information and an application form phone 0800 BIODIV (246348) or email enquiries@wceet.org.nz

Moira Cursey 0800 BIODIV (246348)
Waikato Biodiversity Forum Co-ordinator









