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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter July 2005 Number 10

Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members 

I hope you are all wintering over well and have had some fine weather to enjoy placing some more plants in the earth and/or attend some Conservation Week activities which are taking place between 1-7 August 2005.  The theme of Conservation Week 2005 is Everything is connected-Te katoa o nga mea tukupu e mau hono takapiri ana and information about Waikato events are on the DOC website.
Whangamata Biodiversity Forum

This Forum was very well attended with approximately 70 people spending all or part of the day with us. Some locals came and went as other commitments permitted. And the sun shone after a few days of rain.  After the welcome and introductions the community group representatives gave us an update on their projects. Moira also updated the Forum meeting on the work that the Forum has been undertaking, such as the report on Restoring Waikato’s Indigenous Biodiversity Opportunities and Priorities which is in its final draft stage. Then it was into groups to hear concurrent presentations on Coastal subdivision and Endangered plants of the Coromandel and then back together for a presentation on Managing Mangroves. The field trip was spent  viewing  and discussing  the management issues of mangroves at closer range and having lunch near a Beachcare site on Whangamata beach. 

The afternoon sessions allowed for more discussion of the issues raised in the morning sessions. These issues included getting a clear idea of the legislative barriers surrounding mangrove management, organising liaison between Harbour Groups throughout the country and being involved in the national policy on Mangroves which is to be reviewed. 

The coastal subdivision and biodiversity included discussing issues  such as, establishing a clear vision for the community with long term focus and community plans, the valuing of productive soils and biodiversity during the development process and establishing a biodiversity zone, the use of a catchment based approach to subdivision and zoning – the current boundary lines don’t fit the landscape, the establishment of a register of community advisors who could be available to council for biodiversity related matters, including biodiversity in consent and real estate processes.

There were lots more issues discussed. If anyone would like the full report of the Whangamata Forum day please contact me.

The next Waikato Biodiversity Forum is to be held in the north west district of the  Waikato in November 2005  and will have a wetland focus.
Biodiversity Advice Waikato

The free biodiversity advisory service continues to provide up-to-date information when answering enquiries received by telephone or email.  Enquiries are from throughout the Waikato Biodiversity Forum region although a higher percentage of calls would be from the northern part of the Waikato. 

Support and information is provided including:

tree and shrub planting; 


animal pet management; 

weed identification and management;
native birds, fish and insects;

community conservation groups;

linking with environmental agencies and

funding information.

Biodiversity Advice Waikato was the frontline organization for Waikato Biodiversity Forum at the Mystery Creek Fieldays site during June 2005.  As well as written publicity about the freephone line (0800BIODIV) a brochure explaining the Waikato Biodiversity Forum and a Waikato Ecosystems poster were available for the public. We shared our site with a display on Maui’s dolphin emphasizing its limited range on the West coast of the North Island.  Two voluntary groups Moehau Environmental Group (Meg)  and Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society also had their biodiversity projects on display.
BAW Key Contact: Jan Hoverd Ph 0800246 348 (0800BIODIV) biodiv@bioforum.org.nz

FORMAK Training Workshops.

Three training workshops learning the FORMAK native forest monitoring procedures  have been held in the Waikato region this year. The three venues were at Whenuakite, Pirongia and Taupo.  These workshops were an opportunity to learn more about native forest, bird and pest monitoring.  At the end of the two day courses the participants departed feeling they had gained more knowledge about the varieties of native species.  This was a great opportunity for native species enthusiasts to get to know each other. The series of workshops were sponsored by Environment Waikato and the course leader was Peter Handford from Wellington.

Environment Waikato has purchased 10 FORMAK  kits and these will be distributed throughout the region.  The names of the contact people for the loan of these kits will be made available as soon as known  The kits contain all the equipment required for the monitoring plus suggested ways to obtain disposable equipment. A deposit of $30.00 is required for borrowing of the kit which will be refunded on return of the complete kit. 

For more information contact Jan Hoverd Ph 0800BIODIV, 0800246 348; email biodiv@bioforum.org.nz
Mt Pirongia Restoration Society 

Mt Pirongia birdlife will soon receive a boost to their life expectancy rates thanks to the efforts of its local restoration group. Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society is gearing up to begin intensive pest control in a block of 250ha on Mt Pirongia near the Pirongia Forest Park Lodge at Te Pahu. They are nearing the completion of an operational management plan for the project and are now seeking funding for the traps and bait stations required. 

Their members are keen to be involved with something on the ground to improve the lot of  native birds and they are putting a call out to the wider community. If you already see Mt Pirongia as an awesome place, then come along and help make it even more special,” said the society’s chairperson, Clare St Pierre. “This project is just the beginning, and as the area of pest control increases they hope to re-introduce lost species to the mountain.  They are looking for fit go-getters, those up with the identification of native plants and birds, and a certain number of couch potatoes to help out with the admin side of things. “

Contact them via their website www.mtpirongia.org.nz . The group will also be holding a day of activities during Conservation Week, at Pirongia Forest Park Lodge on Wednesday 3rd August.  Watch out for the programme put out by DoC. And preparations are in hand for an inaugural Mt Pirongia Art Award, to be held in September this year.  More information will be on their website as details are finalized. 

Te Whakaoranga o Karioi 

Karioi  mountain near Raglan is unique in being the most northerly mountain in this country with native bush in 3 distinct phases from sea level to mountain top. However, it was extensively logged in the early years of the last century and in the latter half of the century was invaded by goats and then possums, which nearly wiped out trees such as the beautiful red flowered rata, as well as destroying the remaining kiwis and reducing other native birds. Therefore a lot needs to be done to restore Karioi to its previous state and keep it that way for future generations to enjoy and appreciate. The Te Whakoranga o Karioi group aims to train people to eradicate introduced pests on and around Karioi, protect threatened native wildlife and plant-life on the maunga, support research, set up an educational facility for schools, visitors and researchers, maintain walkways, maximise involvement in work and decision making and create a vibrant wildlife reserve that people may visit and enjoy.  At present the group is working to produce a strategy for an annual plan prior to establishing the management and operational plan for the mountain.
Future Projects of the Forum

The Biodiversity Forum Focus Group has drawn up a number of areas in which the Forum could be active in the future. These include:

· Working more closely with District Councils on biodiversity related matters, for example,  presentations to Councillors to heighten awareness

· A website for the Forum

· Nominating people and groups across the Region for awards to congratulate and recognise their efforts 

· Publicising the Restoring Waikato’s Indigenous Biodiversity Opportunities and Priorities when finished
· Liaising with one iwi group to organise one marae based biodiversity hui per annum.

Let me know if any individuals or groups could be nominated for awards.

Please be in touch with any other ideas you may have about how the Forum can be more effective. And remember you are welcome to become a Focus Group member and/or attend the meetings. Contact me for details on any Forum matters:

The Forum co-ordinator can be contacted through 0800 BIODIV (246348)[image: image2]
