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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter May 2008 Number 19
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members  

The planting season is now upon us.    We still need rain though as the Waikato has been dry again for a week or so.  And now to news from some Forum members and biodiversity related information.  
Biodiversity Advice Waikato (BAW) Report
Biodiversity Advice Waikato is provided and supported by Waikato Biodiversity Forum.  Telephone: 0800BIODIV (0800246 348)

Email: biodiv@bioforum.org.nz
Key Contact , Jan Hoverd    Ph.0800BIODIV (0800 246348)

Service operates Monday to Friday  9am-6pm, and has an after hours phone.

Email: biodiv@bioforum.org.nz                            Website: www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz
The rains have arrived and with the moisture we have become energized to plant natives on our land. It is exciting to hear the number of people wanting to plant natives ‘in their backyard’ whether that be a 300 ha farm or a residential property. This will result in more native insects, nectar and berries, therefore more feed available for the native birds.  The insects will benefit the insect feeders like fantail (Phipidura fuliginosa, piwakawaka) and Tomtits (Petroica macrocephala, Miromiro).  Tui (Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae) and Bellbird (Anthornis melanura, Makomako) feed insects to their young for protein. Gardens planted with native plants will provide healthy ‘stepping stones’ for New Zealand’s native birds to spread throughout the Waikato.

Forum Report
Moira has been involved in the following work over the past 3 months:
· Made submissions on District Council and Environment Waikato Annual Plans to increase awareness of biodiversity protection and encourage District Councils to prepare Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans.  The Forum has offered help to District Councils in the preparation of these Plans. 
· Provided advice to the Waikato Museum for the organisation of Go With the Flow public day

· Attended workshop planning at Environment Centre for community groups

· Prepared list of biodiversity issues for Rotorua District Plan review 
· Attended a Writing a Marketing Plan workshop in Te Aroha

· Contacted District Councils re input into plans for biodiversity protection 
· Gave presentation to EW Environment Committee on the Forum and biodiversity
· Assisted Tui 2000 group to write Weedbuster award for Barrett Bush

· Reviewed website 

· Met with Taupo District Council re District Plan variations

· Attended EW Pest Management Committee meeting presentation day

· Attended CMS consultation meetings for Conservation Management Strategy, Waipa District Council, Coromandel Peninsula Blueprint  and HCC 
· Organised next Forum in Turangi 

· Encouraged Forum members to write submissions on EW Annual Plan and gave them example of what they could submit

Central Volcanic Plateau Ecological Region:  WHAT TO PLANT 

Taupo and Atiamuri Ecological District Planting Guide is available published by Environment Waikato. This is the third book in the series on Local Area Planting Guides. The first book covered Maungatautari and the second book covered Coromandel. The aim of this book is to help people to plant native trees most suited to their area. This can preserve our natural heritage and promote community identity. Please contact Jan Hoverd, Ph 0800246 348 (0800BIODIV) if you would like a copy. 

Franklin District Council

Franklin District Council has published a new brochure advising landowners of their obligations when owning land subject to a conservation covenant. Further information is available on the Councils website.  Go to www.franklin.govt.nz , click on Council Services in the left hand column, then Conservation to access information. 
NZ Landcare Trust
The NZ Landcare Trust is beginning a Sustainable Management Fund project centring on Waikato Lakes and their catchments. The project will bring together a wide range of community members and agency partners with the objective of improving the health of nationally significant lakes and wetlands through catchment focussed sustainable land management (SLM) initiatives. The project will target the farming community and use “bottom up” participatory approaches to develop practical workshops and resources for SLM within the Waikato Lake Catchments. Priority catchments will be identified and farmer leaders will help share information on best management practices for environmental health and farm well-being. For more information on the “Community Sustainable Land Management for Waikato Lakes Catchments” project please contact Monica 07 859 3725 or 021 049 2036, monica.peters@landcare.org.nz
Te Moata Charitable Trust

Te Moata Charitable Trust has an exciting vision to develop 265 hectares of privately owned regenerating Coromandel bush (near Tairua) and the retreat centre situated upon it as a “sanctuary for nature and a sanctuary for people”. The land consists of secondary kamahi/ rewa rewa/ kauri regrowth, beautiful original Podocarp specimens, kiwi and fernbirds, wetland areas with large swamp maire, Hochstetter’s frogs, abundant koura and some native fish.

The aims of the Trust are to:

· Purchase the property 

· Implement a restoration plan as recommended by an ecologist 

· Continue to run public courses which emphasize people deepening their relationship with themselves, nature and each other in a peaceful sanctuary environment

· Practice environmental sustainability

· Restore a resounding dawn chorus and flourishing kiwi population


Thousands of voluntary hours have already been invested in caring for Te Moata. The Trust’s intention is to ensure perpetuity by ownership and responsible stewarding of the natural resources. For more details contact Annie Chapman temoata@xtra.co.nz
Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society

Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society recently held a function to acknowledge “the sponsor a hectare” supporters for their pest control project on Mt Pirongia. They now have 80 hectares sponsored and hope more people will take up the challenge. They are planning to expand the bait station grid by 100ha next season. Support from volunteers to service the bait stations has been awesome. Under the society’s Mangakaraa Project intensive pest control has been underway for a year now, and sponsorship is one of the ways the society meets the ongoing costs of maintaining the 250 hectares of bait stations. “The results of pulsed control have far exceeded expectations, with both possum and rat populations reduced to zero levels within the control area.  In the long term, the society wishes to have 1,000 ha protected from predators which will then allow the reintroduction of lost species to the maunga, particularly the kokako.  Sponsorship levels start at $30 per year for individuals and $70 for corporates, and a brochure detailing the options is available from the society’s website: www.mtpirongia.org.nz.

For more information on volunteering for the project please contact Clare St Pierre on (07) 8719133 or stpierre@xtra.co.nz.

MWH Sponsors Franklin Wetland
Franklin Mountain Bike Management Committee is working with Franklin District Council and MWH (Engineering, environmental and management consultancy company) to restore a previously grazed area to a fully functioning wetland. This restoration will enhance the biodiversity of an adjacent regenerating vegetated area and an area of stream/wetland.  The area also forms the upper reaches of a stream catchment which is important to native fish species that has been depleted throughout the region and whole North Island. MWH is providing sponsorship for the project which will support a range of planting, weed control and interpretation initiatives.  
For more information contact:

Nicola Chilton, National Communications Manager, MWH
Ph 027 288 5110 
Email nicola.chilton@mwhglobal.com  

Biodiversity Contestable Advice and Condition Fund. 

It would be great if more Waikato region community groups working on private land, private land owners and Local and Regional government could apply and win some of this Condition and Advice funding for 2008. The next closing date for applications will be 3pm Wednesday 11June 2008.  Jan Hoverd from BAW is  available to assist community group with filling in the application forms.
The Biodiversity Advice Fund supports the provision of information and advice to land managers to assist them in managing indigenous biodiversity. It will fund projects that inspire landholders or groups to improve the condition of indigenous biodiversity (outside of public conservation lands). The advisory services may be one off or ongoing. Methods of providing information and advice could include field days, expert advice, wananga, publications (including electronic material), training, workshops and seminars.
The Biodiversity Condition Fund is directed at maintenance, restoration and improvement projects designed to protect and enhance indigenous vegetation, species and habitats located outside of reserves and lands managed by the Department of Conservation and local authorities (including wetlands, rivers and other water bodies). These projects could involve, for example, fencing, pest control or forest restoration.

Eligible applicants for the above funds include:

• Private land owners and managers;

• Local and regional government;

• Professional and community based organisations working on protecting and managing indigenous biodiversity;

• Local, regional and national umbrella groups.

http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html
Restoring Waikato's Indigenous Biodiversity: Ecological Priorities and Opportunities

This document is available on the Forum's website. http://www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz/biodiversity_information/
Contact Moira Cursey m.cursey@xtra.co.nz   Jan Hoverd biodiv@bioforum.org.nz 

Website www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz. 
The newsletters are all placed on the website for easy access. 
If you want to contact people whose details are not in the newsletter you can go through the Contact Us page on the Forum website and send an email to either Moira or Jan.  
