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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter February 2008 Number 18
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members  

Happy New Year, even though it is now February.  It is not such a happy new year for the plants and animals out there in a very drought stricken environment.  I noticed last weekend that even the parataniwha on the Ruakuri walk near Waitomo Caves was dying in the bush.   So it is time to do rain dances. Perhaps some of the weeds will die out too—chance would be a fine thing.  
Weedbuster Awards
The 2008 Regional Weedbusters Awards nominations are now open.  There will be five categories for the Weedbusters awards, all recognising weedbuster efforts: public land, private land, industry/organisation, education, and overall excellence chosen from the previous four categories. If you have a nomination and need some advice on filling in the application be in touch with Moira.  Check out http://weedbusters.co.nz/awards/index.asp for the application form and guidelines.  The closing date for nominations is 31 March 2008.

New Zealand Ecological Society Conference

Here is a useful web link from New Zealand Ecological Society "Feathers to Fur" conference held in Christchurch last year. 
http://www.newzealandecology.org/conferences/programme.php?conference_name=Canterbury2007
You can now browse all the conference abstracts and view PDFs of the slides from most of the talks – some of the presentations are very interesting.
Conservation Management Strategy Update
The Waikato CMS is still on track to have the final draft notified by the end of April.    A complete preliminary draft which includes all the functional areas (such as freshwater and marine management and recreation provision) and places will be completed by the end of February and comments and feedback sought during March.   
You are welcome to contact Mathew Vare mvare@doc.govt.nz  if you are interested in finding out more. 
Conservation Board Nominations 2008

The Minister of Conservation is now seeking nominations of suitable people for appointment to New Zealand’s 14 regional conservation boards (54 vacancies nation-wide).  Four of these relate to the Waikato Conservation Board, with present members' appointments expiring on 31 August 2008.  Public notices seeking nominations have been advertised in national and regional newspapers throughout the country.  

In making appointments to the conservation boards, the Minister is required by section 6P of the Conservation Act 1987 to have regard to-

· (a)  the particular features of land administered by the Department (of Conservation) in the area of the Board’s jurisdiction; and

· the interests of nature conservation, natural earth and marine sciences, recreation, tourism, and the local community including tangata whenua of the area..

As well as suitable personal or professional qualifications and conservation experience, appointees need to have the time and energy to commit to the role.  The next three years will see many conservation boards reviewing conservation management strategies or national park management plans.  This work involves a lot of reading and public consultation and so it would be useful if anyone you nominate is comfortable working in such an environment.

It is important to note that members do not represent those who nominate them.  Boards are intended to be representative of the community as a whole and their duty as a board member is to the discharge of the functions of the board. Further information and nomination forms can be obtained by prospective nominees from the DOC's Waikato Conservancy Office (Des Williams, tel 07 838 3363; email djwilliams@doc.govt.nz ).  The closing date for nominations is 10 March 2008. 

Project Kahikatea Update
The aim of Project Kahikatea is to ensure the long-term survival of this unique lowland species.  Project Kahikatea has surveyed landowners across the Waikato to find out the current condition of kahikatea stands and any barriers to management.  The clear message from the survey is that kahikatea remnants are very highly valued but many landowners lack the information or impetus to move towards protecting and enhancing the stands they have. 160 stands were surveyed. 
Some of the results of the survey include: 
· mean stand area 3.4ha

· 85% valued the stands for their aesthetic value
· 51% were fenced off from stock 

· The most common weeds were Jerusalem cherry , privet, barberry and inkweed

With regard to information and advice, Project Kahikatea team members are able to start overcoming two specific barriers to survey participants by providing excellent information about kahikatea stands from Environment Waikato and advice through the Biodiversity Advice Waikato  0800 BIODIV (0800246348)  phone and site visit service. 
It is intended that this initiative will be followed up with a plan and process for action to better protect and enlarge the resource for both landowners and local communities. 
All landowners will receive information regarding their property, and if others are interested, please email nardene@tepahu.co.nz 

Biodiversity Contestable Advice and Condition Fund. 

It would be great if more Waikato region community groups working on private land, private land owners and Local and Regional government could apply and win some of this Condition and Advice funding for 2008. The next closing date for applications will be around May but his is yet to be confirmed.  Jan Hoverd from BAW is  available to assist community group with filling in the application forms.
Scope of the Fund
The Biodiversity Advice Fund supports the provision of information and advice to land managers to assist them in managing indigenous biodiversity. It will fund projects that inspire landholders or groups to improve the condition of indigenous biodiversity (outside of public conservation lands). The advisory services may be one off or ongoing. Methods of providing information and advice could include field days, expert advice, wananga, publications (including electronic material), training, workshops and seminars.
The Biodiversity Condition Fund is directed at maintenance, restoration and improvement projects designed to protect and enhance indigenous vegetation, species and habitats located outside of reserves and lands managed by the Department of Conservation and local authorities (including wetlands, rivers and other water bodies). These projects could involve, for example, fencing, pest control or forest restoration.

Eligible applicants for the above funds include:

• Private land owners and managers;

• Local and regional government;

• Professional and community based organisations working on protecting and managing indigenous biodiversity;

• Local, regional and national umbrella groups.

http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html
Biodiversity Advice Waikato (BAW) 
Key Contact, Jan Hoverd    Ph.0800BIODIV (0800 246348)

Service operates Monday to Friday, and has an after hours phone. Email: biodiv@bioforum.org.nz
Funding Sources

On the Waikato Biodiversity Forum website is a section about funding (www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz)  go to Funding.  I am developing this at the moment with funding sources that are particularly relevant to conservation.  Envirofunz which was a free website, has closed and web site visitors are referred to Funding Information Service  (www.fis.org.nz) but this is $160.75 registration fee plus one hour of service and $50.63 for each following one-half hour. This is a large amount, particularly for small voluntary groups.   It seems to me that developing a free funding website for Waikato conservationists would be a huge advantage to biodiversity in the region. I will be investigating this option in the future.

Jan Hoverd (BAW)

Restoring Waikato's Indigenous Biodiversity: Ecological Priorities and Opportunities

This document is available on the Forum's website. http://www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz/biodiversity_information/
To contact Moira Cursey and Jan Hoverd  phone 0800BIODIV. 
Website www.waikatobiodiversity.org.nz. The newsletters are all placed on the website for easy access. 
