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Waikato Biodiversity Forum Newsletter May 2004 Number 7
Kia Ora/Greetings to all Forum Members 



It has been a busy three months as I ponder what to report to you about since the February newsletter.  I have continued the community data gathering project with now around 130 groups on the list.  I will be sending representatives of groups a map of the region with details of the group’s location and types of activity.  I am continually linking people in with each other and updating the Forum list with 260 members now in the loop. Some people from out of the region have contacted me to join or run a Forum in their area! I wrote a submission on Environment Waikato’s Long Term Community Council Plan, wrote articles on the Forum for a few publications and attended workshops to network and highlight the work of the Forum. The Focus group has refined the Shared Vision and work on the Restoration and Reconstruction Opportunties document has begun.
Shared Vision of the Forum
The Focus group have approved the Shared Vision and statements as below.  I have included draft Forum actions under a couple of statements. The Focus group is refining actions down to three for each statement.  I am working with the Tainui rep on the Focus group to obtain tangata whenua statements.
Waikato:  A place for our living taonga (treasures) from mountains, through rivers to the sea - an abundance of life that sustains and connects us.

Environmental

A healthy biodiversity provides us with clean water, fresh air, replenished food sources and stable land.

Economic

Businesses create wealth and employment in a way that maintains and improves biodiversity and supports sustainable business.

Habitats

From alpine herbs to estuarine whitebait, from native frogs of the rainforests 

to spotless crake in the swamps, from migratory waders of the mudflats to the weta in the limestone caves, from the golden pingao on the dunes to the vivid coloured algae of the thermal springs-the habitats that represent the Waikato are in a safe and healthy state.

Rural

The Waikato landscape integrates forest and field, wetlands and wildlife, indigenous and exotic, providing for both production and nature protection.

Actions: 

· Increase landowner awareness of the benefits of covenanting (value of protecting the bush).

· Increase awareness of what is necessary to ensure regeneration.

· Encourage the creation of wildlife corridors to ensure natural spread of biodiversity across the region.

Knowledge 

Waikato is a focal point for biodiversity research and knowledge, generating innovative ways of benefiting both people and nature.

Actions: 

· Disseminate information on biodiversity to the wider community

· Identify the key challenges and the best ways to overcome them

· Help people gain an understanding so that they value biodiversity

· Help people gain the knowledge and skills they need to improve biodiversity 

· Promote co-ordinated biodiversity policy development

· Influence decision making

Towns and Cities

Tui and bellbirds are heard as they flit from tree to tree in every gully, park and garden of our towns and cities.

Our Heritage.
Communities embrace a holistic approach to biodiversity recognising its importance for their cultural, spiritual and social wellbeing.

Actions:

· Encourage people to experience being in our natural places to reconnect and rejuvenate

· Create opportunities for children/tamariki to experience, learn about and care for the natural world

· Encourage people to work together in neighbourhoods, groups and networks to restore nature’s habitats

Report from Forum 17 May 2004 Te Kuiti
Phil Crown opened the day with a mihi and history of the area and the special connection Maori have with the King Country/TeKuiti area. The name Mangaokewa means– the river of Kewa – a traditional stone resource and the nickname of a Maori ancestor.
Arthur Cowan began the presentations with words of wisdom about the New Zealand Native Forest Restoration Trust.  Arthur spoke about the importance of native forest plantings in the river and stream upper catchments of the region.  He has noted a growing interest in the Trusts work and they now have protected forest areas in the north and south islands including, 150 acres of raupo swamp. 
Shaun Magner followed with details of Certificate and Diploma environmental programmes run by Te Wananga o Aotearoa. There is a Kaitiakitanga conference scheduled to be held in Te Kuiti later this year. (See www.kaitiakitanga.co.nz for details).  
Keith Buswell spoke about Project Manu to maintain the Mangaokewa Reserve near Te Kuiti. The group have sustained their work at the Reserve for nearly 10years. Interest has been maintained in the work by involving local schools who use the Reserve for environmental projects, making the work at the Reserve a whole family event with social activity after the work is finished. The group also go away together on a camp or event to celebrate the year’s achievements. The group keeps inspired by developing new and interesting projects like they are now learning about plant identification. 
The Forum members enjoyed a Field trip and lunch at the Reserve in beautiful sunny warm weather.  Phil Crown gave an interesting history of the Reserve area which detailed Maori activities and life around the Reserve in previous times. We walked over the swing bridge into the reserve and followed the stream a few hundred metres to a spot where we gathered to hear Phil Bradfield of DOC give an interesting account of the forest type  and the bird species present.
The afternoon was spent hearing an update on community groups activities including Gordon Stephenson talking about the role of small habitats joined by corridors to larger habitats, David Bishop highlighting the kiwi recovery work on Aroha Island (I have accommodation details to stay on this island linked by a causeway off the east coast of Kerikeri in Northland) and Arthur Hinds updating the group on the Whenuakite Kiwi Care group’s work.  Nancy Jensen updated the Forum on the survey of kiwi in the King Country, Jo Short spoke of the education role that the Waitomo Education Centre provides, George Barrett spoke about the possum monitoring work being carried out by HortResearch on the Te Ngahere Kaitiakitanga Trust land and Wayne Bennett described the Eco-sourced Waikato work he does in the Hamilton and north Waikato area.
Phil Bradfield captured our undivided attention on the Mahoenui weta and I came away from his presentation thinking I will be brave enough to hold one of these ancient creatures one day. One of the aims of the management of the Mahoenui weta is to increase the population in other areas and there are plans for translocation to other safe sites, such as, Warrenheip.
It was a valuable day to connect with the work being carried out in the King Country area, understand the Maori history of the Te Kuiti and Mangaokewa Reserve, network with others and learn new information about the weta that inhabit the area.
Stories of Biodiversity Related Activities from the Region

Harkers Reserve

Harkers Reserve is 25ha of protected forest on the Onewhero Road wet of Tuakau. The Reserve is managed by the Harker Reserve Committee which consists of an enthusiastic group of locals who carry out plant and animal pest control, build tracks, plant native shrubs and tress and carry out public awareness of the Reserves features. 
I spent an interesting 3 hours at the Reserve in March as Karen Denyer led the group through identification of the plants in the Reserve. The group have made a great job of steps and walkways that led down to a stream and we had our lunch beside the stream tucked in between regenerating vegetation.  The maintenance of this Reserve is yet another example of the wonderful work groups are doing around their localities. A great place to visit sometime.  Some members of the group are also active at a couple of other sites in the Tuakau area, such as, Elbow Reserve between Puni and Aka Aka and Batkin Reserve just south of Tuakau.
Kakepuku Mountain Historic Reserve Project

The community has been managing the 200 hectare reserve since 1995 and have just completed the third possum monitoring.  First carried out in 1995 and then again in 1999 when 0% indices were recorded.  The group wanted the same result this time but had to be content with a Residual Trap Catch of 1.12% over 174.5 trap nights (two possums).  Of course this is still a great result.  Nineteen volunteers were involved in this monitoring programme over a six day period.  The six monitoring sites were identified by DoC staff and covered areas of the mountain that are unfamiliar to the Project committee.  During 1999 the community group translocated North Island Robins to this Reserve and a bonus was seeing North Island Robin in areas we had not visited.  By estimating the territorial areas of the unbanded birds, there appears to be 25 robins living and breeding on Kakepuku Mountain.

Opportunities for Restoration and Reconstruction
A small group from the focus group are working on this project and have scoped the exercise.  It is intended the Opportunities document will include a set of principles broad enough that they encompass all the work of agencies and groups working to protect, maintain and restore biodiversity to the region. Watch this space.  
Biodiversity Advice Waikato Freephone Service

0800BIODIV (0800246 348)

The freephone line will be at the Mystery Creek Fieldays this year.  We will have a presence at the same site as the national Weedbuster programme.  The time spent at the Fieldays last year was effective including a client who had kept the BAW brochure, contacting us three months later.

An interesting enquiry received was a request to visit the Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust' in Rotorua.  New Zealand Falcons are studied and young birds released from this site.  The person concerned is writing a book for children about some of New Zealand’s indigenous animals.  This became an extended exercise in linking people via email and telephone calls to arrange the required visit and suitable time.

Jan Hoverd

The Ecology of New Zealand Long-tailed bat (Chalinolobus tuberculatus) in Fragmented Agricultural and Urban Habitats  Andrea Dekrout
My name is Andrea Dekrout and I will be doing a PhD on long-tailed bats in rural Waikato areas and Hamilton city.  Starting in September my work will begin in an aim to produce a management plan that will provide the opportunity to maintain stable populations of native bats in highly modified environment.  This work will provide knowledge of the ecological requirements of longtailed bats and how these can be integrated into urban and agricultural planning. I will work closely with the Department of Conservation, Envrionment Waikato and the Hamilton City Council to produce a management plan for bats in modified habitats.  

This project will look at four main indicators of the conservation status of long-tailed bats in fragmented Waikato habitat, roost selection, foraging activity, reproductive status and juvenile survivorship as well as physiological condition.  This project aims to help conserve New Zealand’s unique and threatened long-tailed bat.  As the only native mammals, bats are an important part of New Zealand natural history and information on their ecology is needed to halt their decline.  However, the success of this project is very dependant on the participation of enthusiastic volunteers, especially in the following capacities: 

· Bat box monitoring – using ultrasound detectors along pre-planned routs to detect bat activity

· Radio tracking – following bats on the nightly foraging trips and/or locating sleeping bats during the day

· Vegetation and insect cataloguing – recording plans species and setting out pitfall traps

Help in any capacity for any length of time would be greatly appreciated and all training will be given in full, including all safety training and site familiarisation. Ecology work in modified habitats has now become vitally important to the conservation of many species as development has extended to the point were there are no longer enough wild spaces to simply rely on parks or national forest reserves to provide habitat for threatened fauna. Please contact me for more detailed information on my project and if you would be interested in participating in this exciting project. 

Contact details for any information pertaining to this newsletter is 0800BIODIV (0800246 348)

